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The Second Reconstruction
Run Red Run –A Song by the Coasters
The song Run Red Run   by the Coasters is about racism that was deeply rooted in the United States of America.  By employing a funny mode, the song Run Red Run portrays   a strong revolutionary message against racism by calling upon black Americans to rise in arms against the practice through the use of all available channels at their disposal.
 The second reconstruction is an era in the USA where the nation embarked on correcting human rights and civil abuses that had remained in America for a century. The Era occurred after the end of the Second World War to 1968. African-Americans actively participated in the reconstruction with the sole aim of regaining the rights which they lost the redemption period and Jim Crow segregation at the very end of the 19th century. The struggle entailed grassroots movements that fostered civil rights laced with efforts by federal courts and Presidents. Eventually, African Americans were awarded complete political rights by Congress. On the same, Congress embarked on restructuring the social and economic disparities between the Black and White Americans. Concerned Americans fought racial segregation with the aid of African-Americans who were members of the Congress. The members pressured Congress to pass a civil rights legislation in the 1960s that became a landmark in American History.
Racism is one of the social aspects that ran deep in the US during the 19th century. The song Run Red Run brilliantly highlights how the fearful whites propagated the stereotype. During that time, the White Americans coined laws on racial grounds. One of them was imposed racial sitting on public transport in Alabama and Montgomery. African Americans were supposed to occupy half of the backseats. Again, the Africans were supposed to  give away their seats whenever the whites were many. Through the Montgomery bus boycott, the Supreme court directed Montgomery to abolish the policy.In the song reads;
 “Last night, when they were gambling in the kitchen The monkey, he was taking a beating. The monkey said, ‘ Red, I’m gonna shoot you dead because I know well you been cheating…”
Surprisingly, the song also reveals that when white Americans thought Africans the culture of drinking beer and playing card games, the Africans gained more insights about them through such interactions, which set a center stage for revolution. The chorus “Run red run because he’s got your gun And he’s aiming it at your head” reveal that Africans had learned how to use a gun and were now using the acquired skills against their masters. 
The song uses symbolism in its literal work. The first line, “Oh, Red went and bought himself a monkey,” symbolizes the practice of slavery and the slave trade. During such period, the white Americans could buy Africans from slave merchants to work as laborers on farm and also help with house chores. By the use of complexion and appearance, the song uses the word ‘red’ to mean White Americans and ‘monkeys’ to imply African slaves.


